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Vimsadhi in Sanskrit. Then he went   to
Srirangam and began preaching Thiruvoimozhi
to devotees. He visited Vishnu temples and or-
ganised maintenance work of the temples. Find-
ing the householder's life an obstacle to his work
he became a Sannyasi.

Ramanuja appointed 74 Simhasanapathis
(leaders) to carry on the religious work. Mana-
vala Mamuni appointed 8 spiritual leaders to
carry on the religious propaganda after him. One
of them was the Jeer who founded the Vana-
mamalai Mutt at Nanguneri. Man aval a Muni
has written in Sanskrit Devaraja Mangalam,
Mangala Sasanapathya mala, Pramana
Sangraham and Gita tatparya Deepam. In
Tamil he has written Upadesa Ratnamalai,
Thiruvoimozhi Nootrvanthadhi^Aarthipra-
bantam and others. Vaishnavaites ofTenkalai
(Southern) School regard him as their founder.
Sir, the festival of 63 Nayanmars is being cele-
brated at Mylapore. Kindly tell me about these
Nayanmars.

The Nayanmars were devotees of Siva. They
lived between the 6th century and 9th century
A.D. Sekizhar who lived in the 12th century has
sung about the 63 Nayanmars in his work
Periapuranam. Of these Nayanmars, Appar,
Sambandar, Sundarar and Manicka
vachakar are well-known as four saints of
Saivaism. They spread the Saiva Bhakti move-
ment through their melodious hymns. The hymns
of the first three saints are known as Thevaram
(garland of poems to God).

Appar: He is also known as Thinmavukar-